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ANNUAL REPORT OF CREDENTIALS AWARDED

Every year colleges and universities submit a Graduated Student File to the Arkansas
Higher Education Information System (AHEIS). This file contains a record for every
credit certificate and degree awarded to students by the institution between July 15t and
June 30" of each year. This year’s annual report includes academic year 2024
credentials awarded between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.

Statewide Trends

In academic year 2024, Arkansas higher education institutions reported 52,773
credentials were awarded to 42,325 students. This was a 5.4% increase in the number
of credentials and 4.6% increase in the number of unduplicated students receiving
those credentials. Prior to 2024, the number of students receiving credentials had
remained consistent for the past five years running just above 40,000, but 2024 showed
solid improvement with institutions reporting an increase of almost 2,000 recipients over
2023. Comparing 2024 to 2015, the number of credentials awarded has increased more
than 10,000 and the number of students receiving those credentials has increased more
than 5,000.

The increase in total credentials is due to a rise in awards in several degree levels at
both public 2-year and 4-year institutions.
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When looking at statewide undergraduate credential trends for the past six years, there
have been some notable shifts in several degree levels. Chart 19-2 includes awards
from both public and private/independent colleges and universities and includes the
2019 academic year, which is the last year that was not impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic.

= The number of Certificates of Proficiency awarded across the state continued its
upward trend increasing 5.3%. This does include CPs of less than 9 credit hours
(Basic Certificates).

= Technical Certificate awards in 2024 increased 3.5% compared to 2023, but TCs
haven’t shown the same rapid growth the Certificates of Proficiency have had the
past three academic years.

= 11,563 Associate Degrees were awarded in the 2024 academic year, which is a
notable 11.6% increase over 2023.

= In 2021, 16,947 Bachelor’'s Degrees were awarded, which is the most ever,
however, declines were reported the past three academic years, including a
modest -0.8% decline for 2024.

= Undergraduate Credentials awarded statewide represent about 81% of total
credentials awarded each academic year.
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Chart 19-3 below includes graduate level awards for the past six years from both public
and private/independent universities, including the 2019 academic year, which is the
last year that was not impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Each graduate credential level reported considerable increases for the 2024
academic year.

The Post-Baccalaureate Certificates reported a 37.5% increase in 2024.

Post-Masters/Specialist awards increased from 600 in academic year 2023 to
706 in 2024. This is a 17.7% increase.

Doctoral awards, including both research and professional practice awards,
recovered from a decline for 2023, and reported a 16.5% improvement for
academic year 2024.

Graduate Credentials awarded statewide represent about 19% of total
credentials awarded each academic year.
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Trends by Institution Type

Chart 19-4 provides five-year trends by institution type. The public 4-year universities
consistently award 55% of the total statewide credentials. The public 2-year colleges
award about 37%, the private/independent colleges and universities award 6% and the
two nursing schools and one technical institute about 1% of the total statewide
credentials.

= Public 4-year universities reported a 6.5% increase in credentials awarded
comparing academic year 2024 to 2023.

= Public 2-year colleges reported a 4.5% increase in total awards from academic
year 2023 to 2024.

= Private/Independent institutions reported a slight 0.6% increase in total awards
from 2023 to 2024.

= The two nursing schools and one technical institute reported an 11.1% increase
in total awards from 2023 to 2024. Counts are not included in the chart, but 470
credentials were awarded in academic year 2023 compared to 522 credentials
awarded in academic year 2024.
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Charts 19-5 through charts 19-11 provide ten-year trends of certificates and degrees
awarded by our Public 4-Year Universities. All charts on this page have the same Y-axis
scale to assist with comparisons between award levels.
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The next two charts show credentials awarded by several of our 4-year institutions,
including those that have offsite locations focused on workforce training. All charts on
this page have the same Y-axis scale to assist with comparisons between award levels.
There has been a solid increase in the number of certificates of proficiency each year
since academic year 2021, while the technical certificate awards remains consistent.

a4 ™\
Certificate of Proficiency Awards
for Arkansas Public 4-Year Institutions

2,200 2,099

2,000 1.880

1,800 1.708

' 1,569

1,495 '
1,600 1,463
1,400
1,123

1,200 050 1,052
1,000

00 731

60

40

20

Y 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 )
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Doctoral Research credentials reported a good improvement over a decline last year,
showing 379 awards for academic year 2024. First Professional awards include those in
medicine, pharmacy, physical and occupational therapy, and law and reported an
increase of over 100 credentials in 2024.

All charts on this page have the same Y-axis scale to assist with comparisons between
award types.
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Chart 19-10: Ten-Year Trend of Doctoral — Research Degrees
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Charts 19-12 through 19-14 provide ten-year trends for the Public 2-Year Colleges.
Associate degrees reported the highest percent improvement at 6.6% when comparing
academic year 2024 to last year. Both certificate levels reported increases of more than
3% over 2023. All charts on this page have the same Y-axis scale to assist with
comparisons between award levels.
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Chart 19-12: Ten-Year Trend of Certificates of Proficiency
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The following charts show a 10-year trend for the public 4-year universities. For this
ten-year period, the green highlights indicate the year with the highest number of
credentials awarded and the light red show the lowest number of credentials awarded.

= ATU reported the highest percent change when comparing 2024 to 2023 with a
24.8% increase supported by gains in Certificates of Proficiency, Associate
Degrees and Post-Bacc Certificate credential categories.

= ASU increased total credentials 13.2% when comparing 2024 to 2023. Most
notable was a 46% jump in associate degree awards (almost 500 credentials).

= Three other 4-year institutions reported positive percent changes, UAF (6%),
UAM (1.3%) and UAMS (10.1%).
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ASU 3,781 3987 4435 47946 4979 4750 5179 5,113 4,881 5,523 /\/V
ATU 2,668 2940 2,843 3,185 4,040 4,072 3,675 3,923 4,086 5,074 ,'—v~/_‘\'—(_—/
HSU 751 674 722 687 733 786 797 946 940 793 \/“\/_—/—\
SAUM 743 873 1,587 1,617 1,240 1314 1284 1,339 1953 1,883 M
UCA 2,141 27228 2451 2,561 2466 2416 2,619 2438 2398 2,342 M\

Chart 19-15: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 4-Year
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UAF 5741 6,149 6068 6181 6540 6,894 7225 6987 6633 7,037 /W
UAFS 1443 | 1311 1349 1645 1610 1460 1,394 1409 1934 1922 \__AJ
UAIR 2469 2426 2429 2458 2,568 2397 2391 2279 2,107 | 2,035 \v_v‘/\\‘
UAM 1,184 | 1,012 1042 1195 1322 1334 1165 1,15 1121 1,136 \_/_\M
UAMS 95 985 931 960 891 875 950 945 1052 1,158 /\"‘\__/—//
UAPB 377 457 452 422 462 504 415 395 394 355 /——‘\’/\\\’

Chart 19-16: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 4-Year
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The following charts show a 10-year trend for the public 2-year colleges. The ASU and
UA System colleges are grouped together, with other colleges grouped alphabetically.
For the ten-year period, the green highlights indicate the year with the highest number
of credentials awarded and the light red show the lowest number of credentials

awarded.

Four 2-year colleges reported a 2024 increase over 30%. ASUB showed a 39.3%
increase with solid increases in all certificate and degree levels.

ASUN reported a 31% increase in total credentials for 2024 with a 47.2%

increase in Certificates of Proficiency.

ASUTR reported a 30% increase in total credentials for 2024 with a 30.4%

increase in Certificates of Proficiency.

NAC awarded 82% more Technical Certificates in 2024 and 34.4% more
Associate Degrees resulting in an overall increase of 30% for 2024.
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Chart 19-17: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year
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Chart 19-18: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year
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Inst 2015 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Trendline

NWACC 1,050 944 1,083 1380 1600 1,749 1929 2,052 2,161 2,079

0zc 502 453 464 474 641 697 625 616 645 598
SAC 662 768 614 606 772 788 772 704 753 786
SAUT 967 652 937 761 870 895 650 851 613 498
SEAC 540 512 519 473 399 514 575 503 465 487

Chart 19-19: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year

Inst 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Trendline

CCCUA 584 584 578 586 708 857 724 887 834 904

PCCUA 413 328 412 415 496 475 460 358 516 463

UACCB 438 494 419 436 627 676 631 781 620 686
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Chart 19-20: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — 2-Year

19-11



Agenda Item No. 19 October 25, 2024

The following charts show a 10-year trend for the private/independent colleges and
universities. The green highlights indicate the year with the highest number of
credentials awarded and the light red show the lowest number of credentials awarded.
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Chart 19-21: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private

Inst 2015 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Trendline |

CRC 18 32 23 22 18 32 40 32 29 33 W
EC 27 40 42 48 41 37 49 44 43 N
HC 299 276 318 244 315 278 222 230 221 239 \‘/\/\—V
HU 1,357 1,321 1,387 17328 1,304 1,244 1258 1,163 1,203 1,967 \/\\-\——\/'
JBU 684 683 624 588 650 568 546 511 493 481 W
i 122 115 114 144 124 115 144 140 117 | 102 M

Chart 19-22: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private

Inst 2015 2016 2017 2018 2018 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 Trendline |

OBU 338 338 285 335 337 315 376 356 406 356 ’W_\/\A
PSU 111 131 103 89 81 120 146 169 138 124 /\\\/\\‘
sC 21 27 45 30 69 49 39 28 53 36 ,'W
uo 117 113 96 111 148 119 153 192 154 156 ’M

WBU 89 88 103 98 77 79 98 81 134 136 ‘—/_\——/\/_'
NWTI 142 116 188 122 | 104 104 113 171 \/\\ ,/

Chart 19-23: Ten-Year Trend of Total Credentials Awarded — Private
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